
 



Symbol of Africa 
 
The lion is the symbol of Africa, the king of the beasts, the letterhead of the age-old romance 
that is the Dark Continent! It is the animal that most visitors to Africa want to see – the epitome 
of safari. Earnest Hemingway wrote ‘there is no greater sight than seeing a big-maned lion 
walking across the African plains for the first time’, and today this romance lingers in the 
consciousness. 
 
Blood – the ribbon of life 
 
A chilling cry shatters the night, pulling us closer to our fears, to our past where the cry may 
have been one of us. The cry is a spilling of blood and we hold ourselves tighter, comforted in 
the fortress that is our security.  
 

         
 
The cry is of death and survival, for the wilderness never takes without giving. We hold 
ourselves tighter, remembering a time we were comforted that the screams were not ours. 
 
The cry is muted in the caress of waking / Blood spilt stains the colours of dawning / Framed in 
light of each passing moment / As silhouettes shape the entry of morning. / The bloodstain will 
darken in times dictate / Drying to dust and carried by a breath of 
A scented breeze whispering the seasons  
 
The predator: Lions are on top of the predator chain, dominant over other predators, but they 
do have their competition in spotted hyenas. Once thought to be cowering scavengers the 
hyenas are now known to be worthy adversaries of lions, and in places even dominant over the 
lions. It has been proven that in many areas of Africa the hyena hunts more than the lion does 
with up to 70% of hyenas’ food coming from hunting while lions on the other hand scavenge 
more than they hunt in many areas. 



 

From termites to elephant  
 
Despite their scavenging prowess lions are very capable predators, able to kill any animal in 
Africa – from termites to elephant. They have been observed licking up termites and other 
insects – whether from an urge to eat or from mere inquisitiveness – and in one area of 
Botswana have specialized in killing adult elephant.  
 
In many areas prides specialize in one species of prey – for example in the Linyanti area of 
Botswana there is a pride that specializes in hunting hippo and 50km away in Savuti there is a 
pride specializing in hunting adult elephant. How both these hunting specialization came to be is 
debatable as they were both unrecorded in the past. Are they learned behaviours or memories 
from the past.  
 
Elephant killers of Savuti 
  
‘An old elephant bull went down near pump pan early yesterday and not long after the pride 
arrived on the scene.  The elephant had been attempting to get up but it was too weak and with 
the arrival of the lions the attempts became more frantic. Other elephant attempted to chase 
the lions off but each time they would move off a little way before returning. The lions began to 
eat the still living elephant from the rear end.  
 

            
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
The drama continued through the night and into the next day until eventually, after many ever-
weakening attempts at getting up, the elephant died. The lions had gorged themselves while the 
elephant was still alive’. 
 
This pride of lion in Savuti Botswana has since specialized in preying on elephants. They started 
by killing young elephant, moving onto sub-adults until finally successfully hunting adults. There 
is a debate as to whether this particular incident set in motion the behaviour of elephant killing 
now practiced by these lions where the death throes of the elephant brought to the surface 
memories of past behaviour. 
 
Today the pride is 32 strong and is renowned for its elephant killing capabilities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



              Games of the elephant killers 
 
The Savuti pride, the elephant killers, came across some banded mongooses and all but one of 
the mongooses managed to escape into a termite mound. The lions began to toy with the one 
that had not escaped, eventually killing it. The game did not stop there however and for the next 
hour I watched members of the pride use the dead mongoose as a toy / football. When they tired 
of the game they left the carcass without eating it. 
 

              
 
           The lions began a game of chase, using the mongoose as the object goal. 
 

             
 
            The mongoose carcass was eventually discarded without been eaten! 
 
 



 

                    Lion and Buffalo battle  
 
‘…. the pride of lions managed to isolate a male buffalo and a game of survival began. The 
buffalo was intent on keeping the lions at bay and turned to face them each time they tried to 
outmaneuver it. Two lions managed to bite into the back of the old bull and hang on. Eventually 
after much bellowing the buffalo shook them off, but damage had been done.  
 
‘The lions continued the strategy of biting the vulnerable parts and slowly wore the buffalo down 
but he continued to ward them off. Due to the heat and the will of the buffalo the lions were 
tiring. They worked in relay with some resting in the limited shade of an apple leaf tree. After a 
long time they were all lying in the shade while the shocked buffalo stood watching them, rooted 
to one spot.  
 
‘After a short while the buffalo lay down. The lions immediately took the opportunity and rushed 
at the buffalo. It slowly got to its feet again with some lions clinging to it. It managed to throw 
them off and the strategies began again. Not long after this, through sheer exhaustion, the 
buffalo finally succumbed. The whole drama took more than 1 ¾ hours’.  
 

     
 

     
 
This kill took almost 2hrs to complete! Lions have been observed killing buffalo in five minutes!  
 
 
 
 
 



 

Lions and hyenas  
 
There is a general view that lions are the ultimate hunters and hyenas are scavengers. This 
perception is built up from the fact that when lions are feeding on a kill there will always be 
hyenas around waiting for the lions to move off. The truth is somewhat different.  
 
Hyenas are deadly hunters in their own right and lions will often scavenge from them. In some 
parts of Africa the majority of lions’ diet is made up from scavenging from other predators, 
whereas hyenas’ diets are made up of prey that they have hunted themselves. Hyenas are 
known to steal kills from lions.  
 

                
 

                
 
                Hyenas stealing a kill from a pride of lions! Savute Botswana 
 



     Notes from Wilderness Journals   
 
Male lions: when male lions are in the vicinity of the pride they will move in on a kill and eat 
first, leaving the lionesses to wait until they are finished. I have observed interesting behaviour 
when a pride of lionesses killed a giraffe and began to feed with their cubs. While they fed the 
pride male began to call form a distance while moving in the direction of the kill.  
 
I listened as he got nearer, calling continuously. This was the first meal in many days for the 
lionesses and they were not about to give it up. They remained silent and covered up the 
stomach contents with sand to prevent the scent from carrying. The male lion passed within one 
hundred meters of the kill and the lionesses remained silent. 
 
Lions and water: there is a general theory that lions avoid water if they can and this may be true 
for many parts of Africa, however the lions of the Okavango Delta in Botswana are very much at 
home when it comes to water. The home ranges of the lions are forever undergoing change due 
to the fluctuating water levels and the prey species are moving constantly from island to island 
with the result that lions have to cross water to find prey. In some parts of the delta lions have 
even adapted to using the water during the hunt. 
 
 
Journal images 
 

 
 
With a sucking sound the lioness ripped the penis from the elephant carcass and  
moved into the shade to feed.  
 
 



 
 
How this old and almost toothless lioness got to be eating the honey badger 
is a matter of debate. With the badger’s fearsome reputation it is unlikely  
that the lioness killed it The badger probably died of other causes. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

                            A scent of blood 
 

      
 
      It is through the eyes we sense fear 
      And in a scent, a motion, and a cry, 
      Once we were a part of the seasons 
      With an understanding of the necessity    
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